
Recently, we, First 
Christian Church, hosted a 
visiting mission group from 
Missouri.  I coordinated the 
work for this group to do 
while they were in Sterling.  
As I called people to find 
out what “needs” we had in 
our congregation I found out 
a few interesting things.  
First, there were those peo-
ple who already have plenty 
of help and who did not feel 
as if they needed help.  Sec-
ond, there were those who 
said, “There are always oth-
ers who are worse off than 
me,” and finally there were 
those who accepted help im-
mediately.  Regardless of 
where you fell on this con-
tinuum of responses, or 
where you would fall if you 
were called, I want you to 
know that every response it 
O.K.  My main concern in 
all of this was to make sure 
we were helping people in 
need.  And do you know 
what………we did, and it 
was amazing! 

The fact is we all 
need help occasionally.  

There are times in our lives 
when we need more help 
than at other times.  My 
hope is that we, the people 
who make up this congre-
gation, know that we can 
call on each other in our 
times of need.   

   Acts 2: 42-47   
They devoted themselves 
to the apostles' teaching 
and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. 43Everyone was 
filled with awe, and many 
wonders and miraculous 
signs were done by the 
apostles. 44All the believers 
were together and had eve-
rything in common. 
45Selling their possessions 
and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need. 
46Every day they continued 
to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47praising 
God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being 
saved.   

As a result of my un-
derstanding of this scripture 
and of how we should be liv-
ing out community, I have 
created a “Needs Board.” The 
“Needs Board” is a bulletin 
board that is located in the 
hallway of our church that 
leads to the kitchen and fel-
lowship hall.  It is clearly des-
ignated with a “Needs” sign.  
There is a place for people to 
write down their needs along 
with their name and phone 
number.  There is also a place 
for people to write down ways 
in which they can help others 
along with their name and 
phone number.  I will coordi-
nate this board for a short pe-
riod of time, but then I will 
“need” to hand it over to 
someone else to coordinate.   

I look forward to this 

new ministry in the life of this 

congregation.  I think it has 

great potential to encourage 

us all to reach out for help 

when we need it and to use 

our God given gifts to help 

others when they are in need. 

        Susan 
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